Instructor Directory

Instructor information is drawn from the symposium speaker roster. Bios have been lightly formatted for catalog readability.

Adam Alford

Interim Director ® VCU - Center for Trauma and Critical Care Education

Jonathan "Adam" Alford has 30 years of continued EMS certification in Virginia. His many roles include rural volunteer EMS, critical care
interfacility transport, high-volume urban EMS, and in-hospital.

Robin BeMiller

Chaplain ® Stafford County Fire and Rescue

Robin BeMiller serves as a Chaplain for First Responders in Stafford County, Virginia, offering spiritual care, resilience support, and
trauma-informed guidance to law enforcement, fire, and emergency service professionals. Robin also serves as a member of the Stafford
County Fire/Rescue Peer Support Team.

Liz Bowers

Registered Nurse ¢ VCU/Evans-Haynes Burn Center

Liz hails from California where she worked as an EMT and Paramedic before transitioning to nursing. She brings bedside burn nursing and
home hospice nursing experience.

Amy Cantwell

Trauma Education & Outreach Specialist ¢ Mary Washington Healthcare

Amy Cantwell is a 35-year veteran of the EMS Community. She graduated from the University of Mary Washington with a BS in Biology,
originally planning to then apply to Medical School; however, after obtaining her EMT Certification and volunteering at the local Rescue
Squad throughout her college years, Amy pivoted to a career in EMS and has never regretted that decision!

Lauren Cobert

Nurse Practitioner ® Children's Hospital of Richmond at VCU
Lauren Cobert, MSN, BS, CPNP-AC, Children's Trauma/Surgery Lead Nurse Practitioner, Children's Hospital of Richmond at VCU

John Delaney

Preparedness Education and Training Manager ® Northern Virginia Emergency Response Systems

John Delaney is the Preparedness Education and Training Manager for the Northern Virginia Emergency Response System (NVERS). He has
thirty-three years in the fire service, including assignments to hazardous materials and technical rescue teams.

Jennifer Farmer

Registered Nurse/Paramedic ¢ Virginia Commonwealth University (VCU)

Jennifer Farmer is a dedicated pediatric healthcare leader, registered nurse, paramedic, and advocate for children with more than 23
years of nursing experience and 12 years of service in Emergency Medical Services (EMS). She currently serves as the Director of Nursing
for the Pediatric Long-Term Care Unit at Children's Hospital of Richmond, where she leads efforts to provide high-quality, compassionate
care for children with complex medical needs.

Michael Garnett

Deputy Chief ¢ Pulaski County Emergency Services

Michael Garnett is a regionally recognized EMS leader, paramedic, and educator with more than 30 years of experience in emergency
medical services and EMS education. He currently serves as Assistant Chief of EMS and EMS Training Director for Pulaski County Public
Safety, where he also functions as the agency’s Rescue Task Force (RTF) Coordinator and Prehospital Pediatric Emergency Care
Coordinator (PECC).



Edward Jappell

Lieutenant e Loudoun County Sheriff's Office

Lieutenant Edward Jappell began his career with the Loudoun County Sheriff’s Office in 2006, spending much of his early tenure as a
night-shift patrol deputy responding to a wide range of calls for service. In two decades of service, he advanced through the ranks from
patrol deputy to sergeant and now serves as a lieutenant in the Criminal Investigations Division (CID).

Christopher Jett

Battalion Chief ¢ Stafford County Fire and Rescue

Christopher is a 36-year student of the fire and EMS service who recently retired as a Battalion Chief with the Stafford County Fire and
Rescue Department. During his time, he served in Operations, Logistics and Training as well as leading the UAS and Peer Support Teams.

Travis Karicofe

EMS Officer/Paramedic ® Augusta County Fire and EMS

Travis Karicofe is a public safety professional with more than 30 years of experience spanning fire, EMS, critical care transport, emergency
management, and law enforcement. He holds the prestigious Chief Fire Officer (CFO) and Chief EMS Officer (CEMSQO) designations
through the Center for Public Safety Excellence (CPSE) and is a graduate of the National Fire Academy’s Executive Fire Officer Program.

Tina Kirshenbaum

Registered Nurse ¢ Children's Hospital of Richmond at VCU
Tina Kirshenbaum, MS, RN, CPN, Children's Surgery Program Manager, Children's Hospital of Richmond at VCU

Nicole Laurin

Registered Nurse ¢ Children's Hospital of Richmond at VCU
Nicole Laurin, MS, RN, CPEN, Children's Trauma Program Manager, Children's Hospital of Richmond at VCU

Garrett Lewis

AHA Training Center Faculty ¢ VCU - Center for Trauma and Critical Care Education

Garret is an experienced healthcare educator, instructor, and clinical preceptor specializing in emergency medicine, resuscitation, and
military trauma training. He is a part of the faculty team with the Center for Trauma and Critical Care Education (CTCCE) within the
Department of Surgery at Virginia Commonwealth University (VCU) in Richmond, Virginia

Jamie Little

Protect Manager ¢ MEIKO

Biography forthcoming.

Jonathan Lopez

Esquire e EMS

Jonathan Lopez is the founder of Lopez Legal Services and serves as the Supervisor for MB Solutions in Virginia Beach. He is a graduate of
Regent University School of Law.

Dusty Lynn

Registered Nurse ¢ University of Virginia Hospital

Dusty Lynn is a highly respected nurse, paramedic, and pediatric educator with more than four decades of experience caring for critically
illand injured children. Known for her warm, approachable teaching style and clinical expertise, she delivers engaging, practical
education that inspires excellence in pediatric and neonatal care.

Caleb Mason

Training Captain ® Mattaponi Volunteer Rescue Squad

Caleb Mason is an EMT and Training Captain with Mattaponi Rescue Squad. He serves as a Virginia Education Coordinator and CPR
Instructor, with a focus on preparing EMS providers through practical, hands-on education.



Wesley Melson

Communications Officer ® Virginia Association of First Responders

Wesley Melson is a nationally registered paramedic and experienced public safety educator with more than 25 years of service in EMS,
fire, emergency communications, and leadership. He is a Virginia Education Coordinator and currently serves as Training Coordinator for
the Fredericksburg Rescue Squad.

Tarry Pribble

Virginia Association of First Responders

Tarry Pribble began service in the volunteer fire service in 1980, and in volunteer EMS in 1981. He has served as an instructor for VAFR for
over 30 years in various courses.

Veronica Reddinger

High School English Teacher ® Colonial Beach Public Schools

Veronica Reddinger is a dedicated educator with 28 years of experience teaching English with Colonial Beach Public Schools. She earned
her bachelor’s degree in Education from Geneva College and has spent her career helping students strengthen their communication,
writing, and critical-thinking skills.

Joel Sauer

Captain ¢ Loudoun County Fire and Rescue

Joel Sauer is a Captain and Paramedic with Loudoun County Fire and Rescue. He holds his Nationally Registered Paramedic Certification
(NRP) and is a Certified Flight Paramedic (FP-C) and Certified Tactical Paramedic (TP-C) through the International Board of Specialty
Certifications.

Geoff Shapiro

Operational Medicine Training Director ® George Washington University School of Medicine

Geoff Shapiro is the EMS & Operational Medicine Training Director for the George Washington University School of Medicine and Health
Sciences Emergency Health Services Program, as well as a co-founder and Co-Chair of the Committee for Tactical Emergency Casualty
Care. He has been involved in EMS since 1990, and for more than 20 years has been a program manager and lead emergency medicine
instructor at a premier federal law enforcement agency training center located in the U.S.

Garrett Shields

Firefighter/Paramedic ¢ Fairfax County Fire and Rescue

EMS Technician Garret Shields, Firefighter/NRP/FP-C/VA-EC, Handtevy Program Manager, Fairfax County Fire & Rescue Department, Fire
Station 419-A Shift

Bryan Soriano

Paramedic ® Chesapeake Fire Department

Lieutenant Bryan Soriano is a Field Medical Officer with the Chesapeake Fire Department (CFD), where he has served since 2001. He is
CFD's first Pediatric Emergency Care Coordinator (PECC), a role he has held since December 2020, and also serves as the department's
Infection Control Officer, providing clinical oversight for roughly 550 ALS and BLS providers.

Stacie Stevens

Registered Nurse ¢ VCU Health
Stacie Stevens, PhD, FNP, RN, Stroke Program Director, VCU Health



Ewa Way

Medical Doctor ¢ Children's Hospital of Richmond at VCU
Ewa M Way, MD, Assistant Clinical Professor, Program Director of Child Neurology, Children’s Hospital of Richmond at VCU

Ken Williams

Program Director ¢ VCU - Center for Trauma and Critical Care Education

Ken has been the VCU Health Paramedic Program Director since 2009. Ken has successfully implemented training programs at satellite
sites around Virginia and has created and taught EMS curriculum Internationally.

Jacob Parcell

Chief ¢ Fredericksburg Rescue Squad

Eric Haas

Captain ¢ Fredericksburg Rescue Squad/F.B.I.

Eric Haas began his EMS career in the early 2000s, working in both volunteer and career departments around Fredericksburg. He now
teaches full-time for the FBI’s School of Operational Medicine, training medical providers globally. Eric also returned to his roots and is the
operations captain for Fredericksburg Rescue Squad, where he loves to mentor the next generation of local providers.

Lance Lopez

Paramedic/Education Coordinator ® Fredericksburg Rescue Squad/Rocky Mountain Resuscitation

Lance Lopezis a Nationally Registered Paramedic, Virginia EMS Education Coordinator, and retired U.S. Navy Hospital Corpsman with
more than 20 years of experience in military medicine, EMS, tactical medicine, and healthcare education. During his Navy career, he
spent 12 years supporting Marine Corps infantry units and deployed to Irag and Afghanistan. Lance is a Tactical Paramedic-Certified
provider, volunteer paramedic with the Fredericksburg Rescue Squad, and Owner and Director of Training for Rocky Mountain
Resuscitation, LLC, where he develops and delivers EMS, public safety, and tactical medicine education.

Susan Haynes, MSW, ME.d

VCU Health

Having been employed by the VCU Department of Surgery since 1990, Susan has spent the past 23 years in surgical education. Surgical
simulation is her passion and she enjoys implementing new curriculum and hosting simulation activities. She has especially enjoyed
partnering with the surgeons and other medical professionals in developing communication skills and training for breaking bad news. As
a member of the ACS AEI Consortium, Susan has served on the Patient Education Committee and currently serves on the Administration
and Management Committee.

When not at work, Susan enjoys serving in ministry at her church and recently completed the Practical Ministry Certificate Program
through Malone University

Schedule subject to change. Please refer to the official symposium registration and event materials for the most current course availability and room assignments.



